














Bridge Street the borough has wisely purchased a number of riverfront properties that
have significant natural characteristics. The borough needs to further protect and
enhance these resources as well as promote a riverfront identity. Along the north
riverfront area the borough could hold a festival at the park celebrating the borough’s
riverfront heritage. Signage guiding visitors to and from the park and other resources
could be placed at key locations in and around the park. Along the south riverfront area
the borough should consider riverbank restoration projects and the development of a
continuous walking trail. All of these activities would assist in raising the public’s
awareness of the borough’s relationship to the river and help position the borough as
both a green and active community.

In order to keep this plan relevant the borough should periodically distribute a report
detailing the plan’s progress and tasks that yet need to be completed. This report will keep
the plan on the minds of both decision makers and residents, publicize the
accomplishments of the plan, and provide the necessary adjustments that need to be made
to carry out the remaining tasks.

Recommendations

Successful implementation of this plan requires that specific measures, actions, programs,
or techniques be taken in a timely and cost-effective manner. The following pages are a
compilation of specific tasks recommended by this plan to be completed in order to carry
out the plan’s vision. Each action may be the responsibility of one or more entity and
should be implemented in a given time frame.

Time frames are ongoing, short-term, medium-term, and long-term. Ongoing efforts are
those currently being undertaken and that should continue into the future. A short-term
effort should continue soon after plan adoption (within the first 3 years). Medium-term
efforts should start 3-5 years after plan adoption. Groundwork laid by short- and medium-
term efforts must take place before many of the long-term efforts can be implemented 5-10
years after plan adoption.

It is noted that issues may arise that may change the priority of the time-line. The time
frame should be used as a guide and provide some flexibility, depending on local
circumstances.

Recommendations are organized by planning topic. Each topic includes the entity or
entities responsible for completing the task, suggested time frame for action, and the
potential for technical assistance funding. The record of action column is intended for
officials to check off when the implementation action is completed. Appendix A lists
potential funding sources and technical assistance.
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Housing and Residential Development

Entit Time
Recommended Action y Frame Record of Action
Responsible
M| L
1. Update the zoning ordinance to incorporate provisions for additional housing types that may BC, PC
be suitable for new infill construction, such as townhouses, mixed-use, transit-oriented
development, and age-restricted or age-targeted housing.
2. Should establishment of a new SEPTA station make possible a transit-oriented development, BC, PC X
amend the -2 zoning district requirements to allow for mixed-use development
incorporating housing.
3. Enact and enforce zoning, health, safety and property maintenance code standards for rental| BC, Zoning Office
and owner-occupied housing to maintain property values, sound buildings, and attractive
neighborhoods.
4. Adhere to zoning standards to preserve the appearance and fabric of neighborhoods by| BC, PC, ZBA
preventing “tear downs” and reconstruction of housing at an inappropriately large scale.
5. Review housing, health, and safety code provisions to insure that they address issues such| BC, PC, Zoning
as yard maintenance, rehabilitation of substandard properties, security of vacant structures, Office
and prevention of health and safety hazards like broken windows, vermin, and littered
grounds.
6. Inspect rental properties for code compliance at the time of sale and grant certificate of| BC, Zoning Office
occupancy when violations are addressed. Supplement with a program of regular annual
inspection.
7. Explore potential sources of funding for housing rehabilitation or improvements to streets,| BC, Private and
sewer lines, sidewalks and other neighborhood infrastructure. Public Agencies
8. Develop community greening and gardening programs. Maintain pocket parks and plant] BC, EAC, STC
street and shade trees where possible.
9. Explore the possibility of creating a program to redirect duplexes or other rental conversions BC, PC
back to owner-occupancy.
10. [Consider rezoning vacated institutional properties to R-1 for single-family housing. BC, PC X | X
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Recommended Action

Entity
Responsible

Record of Action

11. |Coordinate efforts to publicize the borough'’s historic nature, affordability, charm, walkable| BC, private and
scale, and highway access as marketing incentives for owner-occupied housing. Coordinate| public agencies
efforts with community-based first-time homebuyers programs operated by the Bucks
County Housing Group, the Consumer Credit Center, financial institutions, or others.

KEY

BC=Morrisville Borough Council
EAC=Environmental Advisory Council
PC=Morisville Planning Commission
STC=Shade Tree Commission
ZBA=Zoning Board of Adjustment
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Nonresidential Activity

Entit Time
Recommended Action y Frame Record of Action
Responsible T L
1. Ensure the uses and dimensional requirements in Morrisville’s downtown reflect its innate| BC, PC, MEDC,
walkability and compactness. BCRDA
2. Update and revise the use regulations to reflect the land use vision of the borough. BC, PC
3. Place limits on the size of retail stores in order to limit the impacts of these uses. Place BC, PC
design standards on large retail stores to limit the impacts of big box store design. Consider
providing standards for drive-thrus for both fast food restaurants and other uses that make
use of drive-thrus to coordinate parking, vehicular circulation, and pedestrian access.
4. Investigate form-based zoning as a method of controlling design and physical form in BC, PC
specified areas of the borough.
5. Establish a check cashing use that could be supplemented by limiting the hours of operation BC, PC
and requiring additional design controls. Provide further standards for used car lots to
control impacts.
6. Consider creating new uses specifically for smoke shops and nail salons; place the uses in BC, PC
specific districts and apply specific standards to minimize impacts on residential and adjacent
commercial districts.
7. Update and revise industrial use regulations by applying specific standards for landscaping, BC, PC
storage, buffer yards, and industrial operations to minimize impacts on adjacent|
neighborhoods.
8. Coordinate signage and establish a gateway along West Bridge Street. Maintain and improve| BC, PC, MEDC,
street infrastructure such as sidewalks and curbs and street lighting. DRJTBC
9. Encourage infill development to occur in the area south of Bridge Street between| BC, PC, MEDC,
Pennsylvania Avenue and the Delaware Canal to serve as a logical extension of the BCRDA
downtown.
KEY

BC=Morrisville Borough Council

BCRDA=Bucks County Redevelopment Authority
DJRTBC=Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission
MEDC=Morrisville Economic Development Corporation
PC=Morrisville Planning Commission
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Natural Resources

Recommended Action

Entity
Responsible

Time
Frame

Record of Action

Establish riparian buffer zones along watercourses to be protected by ordinance in 100
percent open space.

BC, PC, EAC

Establish a Shade Tree Commission for the purpose of creating and maintaining optimum
tree cover and species diversity.

BC

Establish more stringent regulations relative to the protection of forests in environmentally
sensitive areas such as floodplains, steep slopes, wetlands, and wetlands margins.

BC, PC, EAC

Amend the subdivision and land development ordinance to require all new development to
incorporate the planting of street trees.

BC,PC

Adopt the recommendations contained in the Morrisville Tree Management Plan relative to
updating the tree protection ordinance; training; increasing community involvement;
increased species diversity; implementing a formal planting program; and establishing a
pruning program to help address deferred maintenance issues with the existing tree
inventory.

BC, PC, EAC STC

Identify and create green infrastructure to assist the borough in its efforts to conserve these
resources for the purpose of supporting native species, maintaining natural ecological
processes, sustaining air and water resources, and contributing to the health and quality of
life for the community.

Incorporate low-impact development techniques into the ordinances to strengthen and
complement existing preservation provisions.

BC, PC, EAC

Consider the establishment of a Resource Protection Overlay District, which could be divided
into two categories: primary features, composed of all natural features and resources on
which development is constrained by ordinance; and secondary features containing natural
features not protected by ordinance, such as scenic roads and vistas, which the borough
wants to preserve.

BC, PC, EAC

KEY

BC=Morrisville Borough Council
EAC=Environmental Advisory Council
PC=Morrisville Planning Commission
STC=Shade Tree Commission
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Historical and Cultural Heritage

. Entity Time .
Recommended Action . Frame Record of Action
Responsible VL
1. Conduct a historic survey to identify historic resources to be protected. BC, PC
2. Coordinate efforts with DCNR to provide interpretative resources for the Delaware Canal. BC, PC
3. Designate one or more historic districts. A Historical and Architectural Review Board (HARB) BC, PC X
would be appointed to review development applications in the district(s). Alternatively, or in
addition, adopt historic preservation overlay zoning addressing provisions for designated
historic resources in the borough.
4. Review the zoning ordinance to ensure that existing standards promote historic preservation. BC, PC
Add or amend provisions for adaptive re-use and delay of demolition, if necessary.
5. Adopt design guidelines for downtown and designated historic areas. BC, PC, HARB X
6. Promote the history of the borough through tourism and signage. BC, PC, MEDC
7. Coordinate efforts to preserve Morrisville Cemetery. BC, Private/Public
8. Support community events which strengthen cultural heritage. BC, Private/Public
KEY

BC=Morrisville Borough Council

HARB=Historic Architectural Review Board
MEDC=Morrisville Economic Development Corporation
PC=Morrisville Planning Commission
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Parks, Recreation, and Open Space

Entit Time
Recommended Action y Frame Record of Action
Responsible VL
1. Capitalize on Mill Pond as a key site through acquisition and restoration. BC, EAC
2. Update the 1999 Morrisville Borough Open Space Plan. BC, PC, EAC
3. Continue to pursue Open Space Plan priorities for protection through the county's program BC
and other funding sources.
4. Prepare a Park and Recreation Plan. BC, PC, RAB, EAC X
5. Protect the riverfront by acquiring conservation easements in natural resource areas. BC, PC, EAC
6. Permanently protect the “A” Field at the former Capitol View Elementary School. BC
7. Enhance Morrisville Lake by evaluating conditions and opportunities. BC, PC, EAC, RAB| x
8. Provide public space at Mill Pond. BC
9. Enhance the trail-towpath system, including supporting efforts to establish the Heritage Traill BC, PC, EAC
through Morrisville.
10. |Work with DCNR to develop signage directing persons to and from the Delaware Canal.] BC, PC, EAC
Support efforts to unblock areas of the canal south of the borough.
11. |Develop a continuous public riverwalk along the Delaware River, using a low-impact design,| BC, PC, EAC X
that would link the borough with Falls Township.
12. [Provide additional open space and active recreation opportunities at river's edge. BC, PC, EAC, RAB
KEY

BC=Morrisville Borough Council
EAC=Environmental Advisory Council
PC=Morrisville Planning Commission
RAB=Recreation Advisory Board
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Community Facilities

Entit Time
Recommended Action Y Frame Record of Action
Responsible VL
1. Determine adequate police staffing to allow for sufficient training. MPD
2. Assess space and security needs for the borough police department and evaluate need for BC, MPD X
expansion or relocation and redesign.
3. Identify potential funding sources for a new fire station, which may include grants and| Fire Company
donations from public and private sources.
4. The fire company and the ambulance squad should explore the possibility of joint] Fire Company/ X
administrative operations. Ambulance Squad
5. Evaluate the impact and prospective benefits of levying the local services tax to help finance| BC, Fire Company
the fire company building.
6. Approach U.S. Steel and other business firms based in the Keystone Industrial Port Complex| BC, Ambulance
for funding assistance for ambulance services. Squad
7. Evaluate space needs for ambulance facilities. Consider incorporating space for the Ambulance X
ambulance squad into any major development or redevelopment project. Squad, BC, PC,
MEDC
8. Evaluate the impact and prospective benefits of increasing the ambulance service tax and off BC, Ambulance
levying a local services tax to assist the ambulance squad. Squad
9. Encourage the school district to prepare a new long-range plan or to update the existing BC, MSD
plan.
10. [Maintain and enhance a cooperative relationship between the borough and school district. BC, MSD
11. [Increase the borough tax base by attracting additional non-residential development. BC, MEDC
12. |Encourage the library to meet needs for additional space by rearranging materials and Library X
reconfiguring or adding usable interior space to the extent possible.
13. [Support community fundraising for the library. BC, Library
14. |Explore the possibility of integrating the library into the county library system. BC, Library X
15. [Monitor population trends and anticipate needs of aging baby boomers and seniors. BC, PC, Private
and Public
Agencies
16. |Support provision of programs to enhance public health. BC, Private and
Public Agencies
17. |Examine current and future administration building space needs. BC X
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Recommended Action

Entity
Responsible

Time
Frame

Record of Action

18. |Ensure that borough website is updated with events, meeting dates and other current BC
information.

19. |Evaluate park and recreation programming needs and develop programs to meet needs of BC, RAB
borough residents.

20. |Evaluate greater use of technology for more efficient delivery of services. BC, Borough

21. |Determine appropriate levels of funding and staffing for the maintenance and repair of the BC, PWD
aging physical plant of the borough: roads, stormwater facilities, parks, etc.

22. |Work with telecommunication providers to provide coverage where desired in a manner that] BC, Borough
presents the least disruption to the community and provides the greatest benefits to alll Administration
residents.

23. |Develop and ultimately adopt a capital improvement program, which will aid implementation] BC, Borough
of comprehensive plan update objectives. Administration

KEY

BC=Morrisville Borough Council

MEDC=Morrisville Economic Development Corporation
MPD=Morrisville Police Department

PC=Morrisville Planning Commission

PWD=Morrisville Public Works Department
MSD=Morrisville School District

RAB=Recreation Advisory Board
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Transportation and Circulation

Entit Time
Recommended Action y Frame Record of Action
Responsible L
1. Work with SEPTA to ensure that the public transportation needs of its residents are being BC, PC
met.
2. Work with the Bucks County Planning Commission to develop a list of transportation| BC, PC, BCPC
improvements needed within the borough. These improvements should be ranked and
submitted to the county for consideration for consideration for future regional Transportation
Improvement Programs (TIPS).
3. Utilize a context-sensitive solutions approach as roadways and bridges in the borough are BC, PC
reconstructed.
4. Develop specific policies regarding traffic calming, including the participation of residents BC, PC
from any neighborhood that could be affected by traffic calming measures.
5. Prepare a bicycle plan to determine the best routes to connect existing and anticipated BC, PC X
developments with key community locations.
6. Develop an access management plan to be included in the subdivision and land development BC, PC X
review process.
7. Work with the Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission to implement solutions to BC, PC
congestion problems identified in the Southerly Crossings Corridor Study, 2002, and
coordinate with the commission during construction of improvements so that traffic delays
are minimized.
8. Develop a Morrisville Borough Street Plan that would identify the arrangement of streets and BC, PC X
provide functional classifications consistent with those found in the borough subdivision and
land development ordinance.
KEY

BC=Morrisville Borough Council
BCPC=Bucks County Planning Commission
PC=Morrisville Planning Commission
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Water Resources and Solid Waste

Entit Time
Recommended Action y Frame Record of Action
Responsible VL
1. Continue to monitor the progress of the State Water Plan and its implications regarding| BC, PC, EAC,
critical water planning areas. MMA
2. Continue to comply with State Water Plan registration requirements. BC, MMA
3. Continue to maintain interconnection with the Lower Makefield water supply system. MMA
4. Continue planning and working relationships with adjacent municipalities with regard to] BC, PC, MMA
water supply issues.
5. Continue to maintain the highest quality water treatment and distribution facilities possible MMA
while keeping user rates as reasonable as possible.
6. Continue to comply with federal, state, and Bucks County Department of Health regulations BC, MMA
regarding wastewater collection, treatment, and disposal.
7. Continue planning with adjacent municipalities of Lower Makefield, Yardley, and Falls to] BC, PC, MBA
address future wastewater facility needs of the area.
8. Continue to maintain the highest quality wastewater collection, treatment, and disposal MBA
facilities possible while protecting the public health and environment and keeping user rates
as reasonable as possible.
9. Prepare a joint Act 537 Plan in conjunction with Lower Makefield, Yardley, and Falls, to be| BC, PC, MBA, X
consistent with each municipality’s comprehensive plan and zoning ordinance. Borough
10. [Continue to enforce the recommendations of the Delaware River South Stormwater| BC, PC, ZHB
Management Plan .
11. [Continue to ensure compliance with the NPDES program and file program reports. BC, PC, EAC
12. |Review ordinances to ensure the borough is implementing state-of-the-art stormwater BMPs. BC, PC, EAC
13. [ldentify flood-prone areas at the municipal level and determine if remediation measures are| BC, PC, EAC
feasible.
14. |Establish a program to obtain information from businesses operating in the borough to| BC, PWD, Private
assure they have a recycling program in place. Haulers
15. [Establish a yard waste and leaf pickup and compost operation and program for the benefit of| BC, PWD, Private
borough residents. Haulers
16. [Provide a program to offer assistance to businesses and institutions in the borough to review| BC, PWD, Private
their waste management programs and to assist them in their efforts to divert greater Haulers

amounts of material from the waste stream.
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Recommended Action

Entity
Responsible

Record of Action

17.

Establish an enforcement program that might entail an annual review/inspection of each
business within the community.

BC, Borough
Administration

KEY

BC=Morrisville Borough Council
EAC=Environmental Advisory Council
MBA=Morrisville Borough Authority
MMA=Morrisville Municipal Authority
PC=Morrisville Planning Commission
PWD=Morrisville Public Works Department
ZHB = Zoning Hearing Board
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: Entity Time :
Recommended Action . Frame Record of Action
Responsible
S{M[L]O

1. Coordinate with the City of Trenton to ensure that its waterfront users remain in compliance BC X

with local noise ordinances and continue to look for traffic management solutions that would

reduce traffic volumes.
2. Further investigate the details of the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission's land BC, PC, X

use plan during its next update to ensure proposed greenway linkages are consistent with

borough plans.

KEY
BC=Morrisville Borough Council
PC=Morrisville Planning Commission
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Housing and Residential Development

Entity Time
Recommended Action i Frame | Record of Action
Responsible L
1. Update the zoning ordinance to incorporate provisions for additional housing types that may BC, PC
be suitable for new infill construction, such as townhouses, mixed-use, transit-oriented
development, and age-restricted or age-targeted housing.
2. Should establishment of a new SEPTA station make possible a transit-oriented development, BC, PC X
amend the I-2 zoning district requirements to allow for mixed-use development
incorporating housing.
3. Enact and enforce zoning, health, safety and property maintenance code standards for rental| BC, Zoning Office
and owner-occupied housing to maintain property values, sound buildings, and attractive
neighborhoods.
4. Adhere to zoning standards to preserve the appearance and fabric of neighborhoods by| BC, PC, ZBA
preventing “tear downs” and reconstruction of housing at an inappropriately large scale.
5. Review housing, health, and safety code provisions to insure that they address issues such| BC, PC, Zoning
as yard maintenance, rehabilitation of substandard properties, security of vacant structures, Office
and prevention of health and safety hazards like broken windows, vermin, and littered
grounds.
6. |Inspect rental properties for code compliance at the time of sale and grant certificate of| BC, Zoning Office
occupancy when violations are addressed. Supplement with a program of regular annual
inspection.
7. Explore potential sources of funding for housing rehabilitation or improvements to streets,| BC, Private and
sewer lines, sidewalks and other neighborhood infrastructure. Public Agencies
8. Develop community greening and gardening programs. Maintain pocket parks and plant| BC, EAC, STC
street and shade trees where possible.
9. Explore the possibility of creating a program to redirect duplexes or other rental conversions BC, PC
back to owner-occupancy.
10. |Consider rezoning vacated institutional properties to R-1 for single-family housing. BC, PC X | X
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Recommended Action

Entity
Responsible

Record of Action

11. [Coordinate efforts to publicize the borough’s historic nature, affordability, charm, walkable| BC, private and
scale, and highway access as marketing incentives for owner-occupied housing. Coordinate| public agencies
efforts with community-based first-time homebuyers programs operated by the Bucks
County Housing Group, the Consumer Credit Center, financial institutions, or others.

KEY

BC=Morrisville Borough Council
EAC=Environmental Advisory Council
PC=Morisville Planning Commission
STC=Shade Tree Commission
ZBA=Zoning Board of Adjustment
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Nonresidential Activity

Recommended Action

Entity
Responsible

Record of Action

1. Ensure the uses and dimensional requirements in Morrisville’s downtown reflect its innate| BC, PC, MEDC,
walkability and compactness. BCRDA

2. Update and revise the use regulations to reflect the land use vision of the borough. BC, PC

3. Place limits on the size of retail stores in order to limit the impacts of these uses. Place BC, PC
design standards on large retail stores to limit the impacts of big box store design. Consider|
providing standards for drive-thrus for both fast food restaurants and other uses that make
use of drive-thrus to coordinate parking, vehicular circulation, and pedestrian access.

4, Investigate form-based zoning as a method of controlling design and physical form in BC, PC
specified areas of the borough.

5. Establish a check cashing use that could be supplemented by limiting the hours of operation BC, PC
and requiring additional design controls. Provide further standards for used car lots to
control impacts.

6. |Consider creating new uses specifically for smoke shops and nail salons; place the uses in BC, PC
specific districts and apply specific standards to minimize impacts on residential and adjacent
commercial districts.

7. Update and revise industrial use regulations by applying specific standards for landscaping, BC, PC
storage, buffer yards, and industrial operations to minimize impacts on adjacent
neighborhoods.

8. Coordinate signage and establish a gateway along West Bridge Street. Maintain and improve| BC, PC, MEDC,
street infrastructure such as sidewalks and curbs and street lighting. DRJITBC

9. Encourage infill development to occur in the area south of Bridge Street between| BC, PC, MEDC,
Pennsylvania Avenue and the Delaware Canal to serve as a logical extension of the BCRDA
downtown.

KEY

BC=Morrisville Borough Council

BCRDA=Bucks County Redevelopment Authority
DIRTBC=Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission
MEDC=Morrisville Economic Development Corporation
PC=Morrisville Planning Commission
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Natural Resources

Recommended Action

Entity
Responsible

Time
Frame

Record of Action

Establish riparian buffer zones along watercourses to be protected by ordinance in 100
percent open space.

BC, PC, EAC

Establish a Shade Tree Commission for the purpose of creating and maintaining optimum
tree cover and species diversity.

BC

Establish more stringent regulations relative to the protection of forests in environmentally
sensitive areas such as floodplains, steep slopes, wetlands, and wetlands margins.

BC, PC, EAC

Amend the subdivision and land development ordinance to require all new development to
incorporate the planting of street trees.

BC,PC

Adopt the recommendations contained in the Morrisville Tree Management Plan relative to
updating the tree protection ordinance; training; increasing community involvement;
increased species diversity; implementing a formal planting program; and establishing a
pruning program to help address deferred maintenance issues with the existing tree
inventory.

BC, PC, EAC STC

Identify and create green infrastructure to assist the borough in its efforts to conserve these
resources for the purpose of supporting native species, maintaining natural ecological
processes, sustaining air and water resources, and contributing to the health and quality of
life for the community.

Incorporate low-impact development techniques into the ordinances to strengthen and
complement existing preservation provisions.

BC, PC, EAC

Consider the establishment of a Resource Protection Overlay District, which could be divided
into two categories: primary features, composed of all natural features and resources on
which development is constrained by ordinance; and secondary features containing natural
features not protected by ordinance, such as scenic roads and vistas, which the borough
wants to preserve.

BC, PC, EAC

KEY

BC=Morrisville Borough Council
EAC=Environmental Advisory Council
PC=Morrisville Planning Commission
STC=Shade Tree Commission
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Historical and Cultural Heritage

. Entity UE .
Recommended Action Responsible Fl\l;lan|1-e Record of Action

1. Conduct a historic survey to identify historic resources to be protected. BC, PC
2. Coordinate efforts with DCNR to provide interpretative resources for the Delaware Canal. BC, PC
3. Designate one or more historic districts. A Historical and Architectural Review Board (HARB) BC, PC X

would be appointed to review development applications in the district(s). Alternatively, or in

addition, adopt historic preservation overlay zoning addressing provisions for designated

historic resources in the borough.
4, Review the zoning ordinance to ensure that existing standards promote historic preservation. BC, PC

Add or amend provisions for adaptive re-use and delay of demolition, if necessary.
5. |Adopt design guidelines for downtown and designated historic areas. BC, PC, HARB X
6. Promote the history of the borough through tourism and signage. BC, PC, MEDC
7. Coordinate efforts to preserve Morrisville Cemetery. BC, Private/Public
8. Support community events which strengthen cultural heritage. BC, Private/Public
KEY

BC=Morrisville Borough Council

HARB=Historic Architectural Review Board
MEDC=Morrisville Economic Development Corporation
PC=Morrisville Planning Commission
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Parks, Recreation, and Open Space

Entity Time
Recommended Action . Frame | Record of Action
Responsible Vil
1. Capitalize on Mill Pond as a key site through acquisition and restoration. BC, EAC
2. Update the 1999 Morrisville Borough Open Space Plan. BC, PC, EAC
3. Continue to pursue Open Space Plan priorities for protection through the county's program BC
and other funding sources.
4, Prepare a Park and Recreation Plan. BC, PC, RAB, EAC X
5. Protect the riverfront by acquiring conservation easements in natural resource areas. BC, PC, EAC
6. Permanently protect the “A” Field at the former Capitol View Elementary School. BC
7. Enhance Morrisville Lake by evaluating conditions and opportunities. BC, PC, EAC, RAB| x
8. Provide public space at Mill Pond. BC
9. Enhance the trail-towpath system, including supporting efforts to establish the Heritage Traill BC, PC, EAC
through Morrisville.
10. |Work with DCNR to develop signage directing persons to and from the Delaware Canal.| BC, PC, EAC
Support efforts to unblock areas of the canal south of the borough.
11. |Develop a continuous public riverwalk along the Delaware River, using a low-impact design,| BC, PC, EAC X
that would link the borough with Falls Township.
12. |Provide additional open space and active recreation opportunities at river's edge. BC, PC, EAC, RAB
KEY

BC=Morrisville Borough Council
EAC=Environmental Advisory Council
PC=Morrisville Planning Commission
RAB=Recreation Advisory Board
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Community Facilities

Entity Time
Recommended Action . Frame | Record of Action
Responsible Vil
1. Determine adequate police staffing to allow for sufficient training. MPD
2. Assess space and security needs for the borough police department and evaluate need for BC, MPD X
expansion or relocation and redesign.
3. Identify potential funding sources for a new fire station, which may include grants and| Fire Company
donations from public and private sources.
4. |The fire company and the ambulance squad should explore the possibility of joint] Fire Company/ X
administrative operations. Ambulance Squad
5. Evaluate the impact and prospective benefits of levying the local services tax to help finance| BC, Fire Company
the fire company building.
6. Approach U.S. Steel and other business firms based in the Keystone Industrial Port Complex| BC, Ambulance
for funding assistance for ambulance services. Squad
7. Evaluate space needs for ambulance facilities. Consider incorporating space for the| = Ambulance X
ambulance squad into any major development or redevelopment project. Squad, BC, PC,
MEDC
8. Evaluate the impact and prospective benefits of increasing the ambulance service tax and off BC, Ambulance
levying a local services tax to assist the ambulance squad. Squad
9. Encourage the school district to prepare a new long-range plan or to update the existing BC, MSD
plan.
10. [Maintain and enhance a cooperative relationship between the borough and school district. BC, MSD
11. [Increase the borough tax base by attracting additional non-residential development. BC, MEDC
12. |Encourage the library to meet needs for additional space by rearranging materials and Library X
reconfiguring or adding usable interior space to the extent possible.
13. |Support community fundraising for the library. BC, Library
14. |Explore the possibility of integrating the library into the county library system. BC, Library X
15. |Monitor population trends and anticipate needs of aging baby boomers and seniors. BC, PC, Private
and Public
Agencies
16. |Support provision of programs to enhance public health. BC, Private and
Public Agencies
17. |Examine current and future administration building space needs. BC X
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Entity

Time

Recommended Action i Frame | Record of Action
Responsible Vil
18. |Ensure that borough website is updated with events, meeting dates and other current BC
information.
19. |Evaluate park and recreation programming needs and develop programs to meet needs of BC, RAB

borough residents.

20.

Evaluate greater use of technology for more efficient delivery of services.

BC, Borough

21,

Determine appropriate levels of funding and staffing for the maintenance and repair of the
aging physical plant of the borough: roads, stormwater facilities, parks, etc.

BC, PWD

22,

Work with telecommunication providers to provide coverage where desired in a manner that
presents the least disruption to the community and provides the greatest benefits to all
residents.

BC, Borough
Administration

23.

Develop and ultimately adopt a capital improvement program, which will aid implementation

of comprehensive plan update objectives.

BC, Borough
Administration

KEY

BC=Morrisville Borough Council

MEDC=Morrisville Economic Development Corporation
MPD=Morrisville Police Department

PC=Morrisville Planning Commission

PWD=Morrisville Public Works Department
MSD=Morrisville School District

RAB=Recreation Advisory Board
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Transportation and Circulation

Entity Time
Recommended Action i Frame | Record of Action
Responsible Vil
1. Work with SEPTA to ensure that the public transportation needs of its residents are being BC, PC
met.
2. Work with the Bucks County Planning Commission to develop a list of transportation| BC, PC, BCPC
improvements needed within the borough. These improvements should be ranked and
submitted to the county for consideration for consideration for future regional Transportation
Improvement Programs (TIPS).
3. Utilize a context-sensitive solutions approach as roadways and bridges in the borough are BC, PC
reconstructed.
4, Develop specific policies regarding traffic calming, including the participation of residents BC, PC
from any neighborhood that could be affected by traffic calming measures.
5. Prepare a bicycle plan to determine the best routes to connect existing and anticipated BC, PC X
developments with key community locations.
6. Develop an access management plan to be included in the subdivision and land development BC, PC X
review process.
7. |Work with the Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission to implement solutions to BC, PC
congestion problems identified in the Southerly Crossings Corridor Study, 2002, and
coordinate with the commission during construction of improvements so that traffic delays
are minimized.
8. Develop a Morrisville Borough Street Plan that would identify the arrangement of streets and BC, PC X
provide functional classifications consistent with those found in the borough subdivision and
land development ordinance.
KEY

BC=Morrisville Borough Council
BCPC=Bucks County Planning Commission
PC=Morrisville Planning Commission
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Water Resources and Solid Waste

Recommended Action

Entity
Responsible

Time
Frame

Record of Action

1. Continue to monitor the progress of the State Water Plan and its implications regardingl BC, PC, EAC,
critical water planning areas. MMA

2. Continue to comply with State Water Plan registration requirements. BC, MMA

3. Continue to maintain interconnection with the Lower Makefield water supply system. MMA

4, Continue planning and working relationships with adjacent municipalities with regard to| BC, PC, MMA
water supply issues.

5. |Continue to maintain the highest quality water treatment and distribution facilities possible MMA
while keeping user rates as reasonable as possible.

6. |Continue to comply with federal, state, and Bucks County Department of Health regulations BC, MMA
regarding wastewater collection, treatment, and disposal.

7. Continue planning with adjacent municipalities of Lower Makefield, Yardley, and Falls to| BC, PC, MBA
address future wastewater facility needs of the area.

8. Continue to maintain the highest quality wastewater collection, treatment, and disposal MBA
facilities possible while protecting the public health and environment and keeping user rates
as reasonable as possible.

9. Prepare a joint Act 537 Plan in conjunction with Lower Makefield, Yardley, and Falls, to be| BC, PC, MBA, X
consistent with each municipality’s comprehensive plan and zoning ordinance. Borough

10. [Continue to enforce the recommendations of the Delaware River South Stormwater| BC, PC, ZHB
Management Plan .

11. |Continue to ensure compliance with the NPDES program and file program reports. BC, PC, EAC

12. |Review ordinances to ensure the borough is implementing state-of-the-art stormwater BMPs. BC, PC, EAC

13. |Identify flood-prone areas at the municipal level and determine if remediation measures are| BC, PC, EAC
feasible.

14. |Establish a program to obtain information from businesses operating in the borough to| BC, PWD, Private
assure they have a recycling program in place. Haulers

15. [Establish a yard waste and leaf pickup and compost operation and program for the benefit of| BC, PWD, Private
borough residents. Haulers

16. |Provide a program to offer assistance to businesses and institutions in the borough to review| BC, PWD, Private
their waste management programs and to assist them in their efforts to divert greater Haulers

amounts of material from the waste stream.
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GST

Recommended Action

Entity
Responsible

Record of Action

17.

Establish an enforcement program that might entail an annual review/inspection of each
business within the community.

BC, Borough
Administration

KEY

BC=Morrisville Borough Council
EAC=Environmental Advisory Council
MBA=Morrisville Borough Authority
MMA=Morrisville Municipal Authority
PC=Morrisville Planning Commission
PWD=Morrisville Public Works Department
ZHB = Zoning Hearing Board
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Plan Compatibility

BC=Morrisville Borough Council

PC=Morrisville Planning Commission

Entity Time
Recommended Action . Frame | Record of Action
Responsible Vil
1. Coordinate with the City of Trenton to ensure that its waterfront users remain in compliance BC
with local noise ordinances and continue to look for traffic management solutions that would
reduce traffic volumes.
2. Further investigate the details of the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission's land BC, PC, X
use plan during its next update to ensure proposed greenway linkages are consistent with
borough plans.
KEY
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FUNDING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE SUMMARY

APPENDIX A

NI O General Description of Program ARSI
Program Agency
Access.lble Provides grants to local entities to carry out home modification
Housing rograms for lower-income people with disabilities PA DCED
Program, PA prog peop )
Alternative . e . .
- Encouraging the transfer and commercialization of innovative energy
Fuels Incentive technologies and the use of indigenous fuels PA DEP
Grants (AFIG) 9 9 :
Assessment Supports a watershed approach to better address water quality EPA
and Watershed | problems in the US and building the capacity of all levels of Watershed
Protection government to develop and implement effective, comprehensive Program
Program programs for watershed protection, restoration, and management to | Non-point Source
Grants protect human health, support economic and recreational activities, Program
(AWPPGS) and provide healthy habitat for fish, plants, and wildlife.
Business in our Provides grants and loans for business site preparation. PADCED

Sites Program

Coastal Zone
Management
(CZM) Program

CZM provides technical and financial assistance to local governments
and state agencies to control development in coastal hazard areas,
improve public access, protect natural resources, expand strategies to
improve local economies, promote proper planning, conserve coastal
and wetland resources, and control coastal non-point source pollution.

DEP Office for
River Basin
Cooperation Trust

Communities of

Provides grants to municipalities, redevelopment authorities and
housing authorities for community revitalization, economic

Opportunity development, and lower-income housing development and PA DCED
rehabilitation.
Funds a wide variety of recreation, greenway, rivers conservation and
open space preservation activities with 50% matching grants. Four
main categories of grants are:
Community a. Planning and Technical Assistance
Conservatl_on b. Acquisition Prolec_ts PA DCNR
Partnership c. Development Projects
Grant Program d. Federally Funded Projects
This is a restructuring and combination of separate grant programs
including the former Keystone, Rails-to-Trails, River Conservation and
other programs.
. Provides capital and capacity building grants to "Community
Community . . s
Development Financial Institutions" (CDFIs). The CDFls are then
Development : . ) . : PA DCED
Bank. PA. allowed to assist with small scale business expansions, new business

starts, non-profit facilities and very small businesses.
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Name of

General Description of Program

Administering

Program Agency
Offers grants for a wide variety of activities, provided the applicant
. . . Bucks County
proves by survey or census that the project will benefit 51% low and Office of
Community moderate income persons or handicapped persons or eliminate -
- f . ) . . Community and
Development blighted" conditions in officially designated areas. For example, funds Economic
Block Grant can be used for water and sewage improvements, storm drainage,
) N . o . Development
(CDBG) handicapped accessibility, housing rehabilitation, parks and recreation,
street and sidewalk improvements, code enforcement, community
planning, and historic rehabilitation.
Very broad grant program. Officially intended to promote community
stability, increase tax bases and improve quality of life. Applications
Community may be made by municipalities, authorities, economic development
T - . . X X ) PA DCED &
Revitalization organizations and non-profit corporations. Public/non-profit/profit . .
. . Governor's Office
Program partnerships are encouraged. Generally can be used for infrastructure,
community revitalization, building rehabilitation, demolition of blighted
structures, public safety, and crime prevention.
Com_pacF Provides grants for local transportation projects in communities that Delaware River
Authorization . . . . . - ) .
host a Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission bridge. Eligible | Joint Toll Bridge
Investment - . - . L
projects include those that will improve safety and traffic flow. Commission
Program
Congestion . . . .

Mitigation and Thls program funds tran.sportatlon. prOJepts that reduge qongestlon and Federal Highway
. . improve air quality. Eligible projects include transit improvements, . .
Air Quality . . . : Administration

shared-ride services, traffic flow improvements, demand management . )
Improvement . : . S . : (Philadelphia
Program strategies, pedestrian and bicycle facilities and programs, inspection Office)
(CMAQ) and maintenance programs, and alternative fuel projects.
Conservation Provides funding for work crews for community projects, such as trail
. PA DCNR
Corps, PA. improvements.
Core . . .
Communities Core Communities Housing Program — Provides grants for affordable
Housin housing activities, including construction and rehabilitation, on PA DCED
9 previously developed sites.
Program
PA DCED

Customized Job

Provides grants to businesses (other than retail) to train new
employees, and retrain and upgrade existing employees. Up to 100%

Businesses apply
through a State-

Training of eligible costs may be paid for new job creations, and up to 70% for .
other eligible training. I|c_ensed
Education Agency
DEP &
Environmental
Systems GIS Software Grants PA DEP
Research

Institute Inc.
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Name of

General Description of Program

Administering

Program Agency
Offers full-time management to organize and implement a Business
District Authority, that provides financing for additional services in a
commercial area.
Downtown
Pennsylvania The Commercial Revitalization program funds physical improvement PA DCED
Program - : . . . .
projects that are consistent with an action plan. Projects may include
site improvements, facade renovations and adaptive reuse of
downtown buildings.
Early Provides matching grants to assist municipalities experiencing fiscal
Intervention cep . . . . PA DCED
difficulties to develop comprehensive multi-year financial plans.
Program
Economic
Dev.elppme.nt Provides grants to design and implement strategies to adjust to serious U.S. EDA
Administration | . : : .
. job losses to a local economy, such as natural disasters and defense Philadelphia
Economic spending reductions Office
Adjustment P )
Grants
Economic Guarantees business loans made through private lenders. Available for
Development . : S U.S. EDA
s . up to 80% of project cost. Primarily intended for manufacturers, but : .
Administration . . . . G . Philadelphia
commercial businesses may qualify. A equity contribution is required by )
Loan . - : Office
business. Must show job creation.
Guarantees
Economic Offers grants to distressed municipalities to assist in attracting new
Development industries and encourage business expansion. Projects typically involve U.S. EDA
Administration | water and sewage improvements primarily serving industries, industrial Philadelphia
Public Works access roads, and business incubators. A 50% local match is typically Office
Grants required.
Elm Street Pro_wdes_ grants f(_)r planning, technical assstancg and |_mp_rovements to PA DCED
residential and mixed use areas near central business districts.
Emergency
Responders
Resources and | Provides funds for emergency responder improvement projects. PA DCED
Training
Program
Emgrgency Provides low-interest loans to fire and ambulance companies to acquire PA Emergency
Services Loan . . . - Management
vehicles, or to renovate or acquire buildings to house vehicles.
Program Agency
Energy Harvest PA DEP

Grant

Energy projects that address air quality and watershed protection.
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Name of

General Description of Program

Administering

Program Agency
Encourages investment in "enterprise zones" that are distressed areas
designated by the State. The main benefits include: low-interest loan
pools (mainly for building acquisition, construction, renovation and
machinery), local technical assistance in connecting with financing and
Enterprise Zone | technical resources, and preferences in certain State grant and loan
L ) . . . PA DCED
Program, PA programs. A priority is placed upon assistance to industrial businesses.
Grants are also available for the initial planning of proposed enterprise
zones, and for program administration. See also "E.Z. Tax Credits"
below. (This program is completely separate from the Federal
Empowerment Zone/Enterprise Community program.)
. Provides State tax credits to businesses located within State-designated
Enterprise Zone . . . S
. Enterprise Zones for new building construction and rehabilitation of PA DCED
Tax Credits o -
existing buildings.
Environmental
Protection Grants for a very limited number of pilot demonstration projects for US EPA.
Agency . . o Philadelphia
. cleanup of contaminated underused industrial sites. X
Brownfields Office
Program
EPA Section .
Pennsylvania
319 7
Non-point Association of
Sour:’ce Provides money for projects that help control non-point source Conservation
: pollution and protect water quality. Districts, Inc.
Pollution (PACD)
Prevention
Program

Flood Control -

U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, U.S.

Army Corps Various types of projects to manage flooding. Typically, the Army Corps
L ; . . . Natural
and NRCS is involved in larger watersheds, while NRCS has primary responsibility
Resources
Watershed for smaller watersheds. :
Conservation
Programs .
Service
Flood Hazard Federal
Mitigation Provides 75% funding to relieve imminent hazards from flooding, such Emergency
9 as voluntary buy-outs and demolitions of highly flood-prone properties. Management
Grant Program
Agency
Flood Offers design and construction of flood protection projects. The project | PA DEP Bureau of
Protection must be deemed economically justifiable under the state capital budget Waterways
Program, PA process. Engineering
Growing Aids in the preservation of farmland and open space, clean up of
Greener abandoned mines, restoration of watersheds, and providing new and PA DEP
Program upgraded water and sewer systems.
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NI Ol General Description of Program ARSI
Program Agency
Main Street and downtown redevelopment grants to municipalities and

Growing nonprofits, focusing on improving downtown sites and buildings.
- . . L . PA DCED
Greener 11 Eligible projects may include approaches that assist in business
development or public improvements.
Provides grants up to 75% of costs for projects within State-designated
"Heritage Parks" to preserve and interpret the significant contribution
that certain areas made upon the industrial heritage of the state and
. . . e PA DCNR
Heritage Parks | nation. Funds may be used for four types of projects: Feasibility
Program studies, a Management Action Plan, Special purpose studies, and
Implementation projects. Projects are intended to conserve natural,
historic and recreational resources relating to industrial heritage to
stimulate regional tourism.
Historic Federal,

Preservation -
Certified Local

Provides modest-sized matching grants to provide technical assistance
to municipalities that have official historic districts and meet other

administered by
PA Historical and

Government criteria to be "certified."” Museum
Grants Commission
Historic Federal,

Preservation Matching grants for historic surveys, historic preservation planning and administered by

Survey and National Register nominations. Available to municipalities and non- | PA Historical and
Planning profit organizations. Cannot be used for construction. Museum
Grants Commission
Historic Offers Federal income tax credits for a percentage of the qualified

: capital costs to rehabilitate a certified historic buildings, provided the National Park

Preservation L . L . .

. exterior is restored. The program is generally limited to income- Service

Tax Credits . .

producing properties.
Home
Ownership Provides financing assistance for new, single-family homes in
. . . PA HFA
Choice designated blighted areas.
Program
Housing and Provides state-funded grants for community revitalization and economic
Redevelopment | development activities at the local level. Assists the community in PA DCED
Assistance becoming competitive for business retention, expansion, and attraction.
Industrial Sites | Provides grants and low-interest loans for environmental site
I . L PA DCED
Reuse Program | assessment and remediation at former industrial sites.
Provides grants and low interest loans for public and private
infrastructure improvements needed for a business to locate or expand

Infrastructure | at a specific site. Financing is also available for infrastructure to

Development redevelop industrial sites that have been idle more than 6 months, such PA DCED

Program, PA. as acquisition and demolition. Primarily available for industries,

research facilities, and business

developments.

company headquarters park
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NI Ol General Description of Program ARSI
Program Agency
. Promotes cooperation between neighboring municipalities so as to
Intermunicipal . Iy ; ; . .
- foster increased efficiency and effectiveness in the delivery of municipal PA DCED
Projects Grants ;
services at the local level.
Provides State tax credits to businesses that commit to create new jobs
Job Creation in PA within the next 3 years. Must create 25 new jobs or 20% of the
existing work force. The jobs must pay over a certain minimum income. PA DCED

Tax Credits, PA

The business must explain how it exhibits leadership in technological
applications.

Provides 50% matching grants to fund analysis, acquisition or

K:iﬁgc:ir::e rehabilitation of historic sites. The site must be on the National Register | PA Historical and
Preservation of Historic Places, or officially determined to be eligible for listing. The Museum
Funds site must be accessible to the public after funding. The grants can be Commission
made to public agencies or non-profit organizations.
Keystone . . .
Opportunity Proyldes state and local tax abatement to businesses located in a PA DCED
designated zone.
Zones
Keystone Rec.,
Park & Cons. . . . - . .
Fund — Library Provides grants to improve the physical facilities of public libraries. PA DCED
Program
Klsgiog i?fsc" Grants to well-established non-profit land trusts and conservancies to
' plan for and acquire critical natural areas. Land that is acquired must PA DCNR
Program - Land )
be open to the public.
Trust Grants
Land Use
PI?QQ;;?;?d Assists local governments and counties to prepare comprehensive
. plans, downtown plans, special community development studies and PA DCED
Assistance .
development regulations.
Program
(LUPTAP)
Local
Government Provides low-interest loans to local government for equipment and PA DCED
Capital Project | facilities needs.
Loan Program
Low Income Offers Federal income tax credits to non-profit and for-profit developers PA Housing

Housing Tax
Credit, Federal

of housing for low-income persons. Non-profits can then sell their
credits to investors.

Finance Agency

Machinery and
Equipment
Loan Fund

Provides low-interest loans to acquire or upgrade machinery and
equipment and related engineering and installation for industrial,
agricultural, processing and mining businesses. The business must
agree to create or preserve jobs as a condition of the financing.

PA DCED
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NI Ol General Description of Program ARSI
Program Agency
Main Street Provides grants to municipalities to coordinate downtown revitalization. PA DCED
Program
Minority Provides low-interest loans for businesses owned and operated by PA M_lnorlty
. S : S . Business
Business minorities. Can generally be used for industrial, international trade,

Development
Authority, PA

franchise, retail and commercial uses. Can be used for site acquisition,
building construction and renovation, machinery and working capital.

Development
Authority & PA

DCED
.. Provides assistance with local land preservation efforts and open space
Municipal Open . S L . :
planning. Aids in the acquisition of land for agricultural preservation, BCPC
Space Program : .
natural resource protection, and/or recreation.
Municipalities Provides technical advice and grants for special purposes (such as
. . . : : L s S PA DCED
Financial studies to improve service efficiency) within municipalities that have
Recovery Act, been officially designated as financially distressed. After application and
PA designation, the municipality must follow a Financial Recovery Plan.
. . o online
National Tree Supports the work of local nonprofit urban forestry organizations . .
information

Trust

around the country.

available soon

Neighborhood
Assistance Tax
Credit Program

Authorizes state corporate income tax credits to private companies for
investment in distressed areas, support of neighborhood revitalization
planning, and development activities in designated Enterprise Zones.

PA DCED

On-Lot Septic

Offers low-interest loans to limited income households to repair failing

PennVest and PA

System . Housing Finance
on-lot septic systems.
Program Agency
Opportunity Offers grants to create or preserve very substantial numbers of jobs. can c_)nIy be
Grant Program applied for

May be used for job training, infrastructure, land and building

(replaced . . ) . . through the
improvements, machinery and equipment, working capital, or .
Sunny Day . Governors Action
environmental assessment and cleanup.
Fund) Team
PA Industrial
Development Provides low interest loans for construction, renovation and site
. . o T X . PIDA and PA
Authority preparation of buildings for new employers. Primarily funds industrial DCED
Financing projects.
(PIDA)
Provides low-interest rate financing of business growth. Projects that PA Economic
can be funded with bonds that are exempt from Federal income tax Financing
have a lower interest rate than other types of projects. The lower rate Authority--
PEDFA financing is limited to activities such as site acquisition, building Applications are
Financing construction and rehabilitation and new equipment - for manufacturing made through a

and certain transportation and utility uses. The higher rate is available
to a broader range of businesses and a much wider variety of
expenditures.

local Industrial
Development
Corp. or Authority
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Name of

General Description of Program

Administering

Program Agency
Provides a guarantee of loans to businesses made by participating DCED

PennCAP banks Apply through a

’ participating bank

Offers low interest loans for construct_lon and improvement of. drinking PA Infrastructure
water and wastewater systems. Outright grants may be available for Investment
highly distressed communities. Mainly intended for public systems, but Authority and PA
some private systems may be approved. Water projects are funded DEP Bureau of
through the Drinking Water Revolving Loan Fund. Sewage projects are Water Supply

PENNVEST funded through the Clean Water Revolving Fund. In addition, PennVest

is authorized to provide loans for projects to control existing
stormwater problems, such as separating stormwater from sanitary
sewage. The "Advance Funding Program" provides low-interest loans
for feasibility studies and engineering of systems if the utility cannot
fund such work itself.

Management--

Involves both
U.S. EPA and
State funds

Recreational
Trails Program

Projects such as maintenance and restoration of existing trails,
development and rehabilitation of trailside and trailhead facilities and
trail linkages, purchase and lease of recreational trail construction and
maintenance equipment, construction of new recreational trails, and
acquisition of easements or property for recreational trails or
recreational trail corridors.

DCNR

Grants for up to 90% of municipal costs to develop and implement
recycling programs, such as the purchase of recycling bins and

PA DEP Bureau of
Land Recycling

Recycling g . . . and Waste
composting equipment. Grants are also available to counties for a
Grants : . . Management
recycling coordinator, waste management plans and pollution
revention education (under Act 101 of
P ' 1988)
Recycling PA DEP Bureau of
Market Provides low-interest loans to businesses to purchase recycling source- Land Recycling
Development separating equipment. and Waste
Loan Fund Management
Offers low-interest financing for smaller businesses, including:
- micro-loans and micro-enterprise grants U.S. Small
SBA Financing - Section 7(a) Guaranteed Business Loans Business

- Section 504 Loans to allow certified development organizations to
make long-term loans for real estate and other fixed assets

Administration

Sewage Facility

Grants to pay up to 50% of the costs to prepare new sewage facilities

Planning plan or update an existing plan, under State Act 537 of 1966. PA DEP
Grants
Provides modest-sized 50/50 matching grants to promote cooperation
Shared S . : - :
L among municipalities, in order to increase the efficiency of public
Municipal . ST . PA DCED
. services. Two or more municipalities may apply, or a council of
Services
governments.
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Name of General Description of Program AT
Program Agency
Provides low-interest loans for projects by businesses that generally PA DCED

Small Business
First

have less than 100 employees. Generally, funding can be used for site
acquisition, building construction, machinery, working capital,
environmental compliance, defense-cutback impacts, recycling,
technology, export and computer activities. This is also one of the few
funding sources that can be used for restaurants, hotels and motels.
The recipient must agree to create or preserve jobs.

An application
can be made
through an "Area
Loan
Organization"

Small Business

Provides loans and grants for facilities in which a number of new
businesses operate under one roof with affordable rents, sharing

Incubator : . . . PA DCED
services and equipment and having equal access to a wide range of
Program . : : .
professional, technical, and financial programs.
Small . - R
L. Provides grants up to 100% of the costs to eligible municipalities to
Communities . . .
. prepare comprehensive plans, development regulations and special Federal CDBG
Planning ; TP L
. strategies for development. Generally, 51% of the municipality's | administered by
Assistance - . .
Program residents must be low or moderate income, according to the census or PA DCED
(SCPAP) a survey.
Small Water
System Provides grants for feasibility studies concerning the merger of small | PA DEP Bureau of
Regionalization | drinking water systems. Water Supply
Grants

Smart Growth

Leadership Smart Growth Technical Assistance. Leadgrshlp
- Institute
Institute
Solid Waste Programs provide grants for municipalities to review proposed solid PA DEP B“r?’a“
. e S . ; . Land Recycling
Facility waste facilities within their borders. Programs also provide funding for and Waste
Programs municipal inspectors of facilities and for host fees from operators.
Management
Stormwater
Management Grants for cooperative efforts at the watershed level among | PA DEP Bureau of

Grants (Under municipalities for stormwater planning and ordinances. Grants are Watershed
State Act 167 typically made to counties, but may be made to municipalities. Conservation
of 1978)
Stream . . . . L . . PA DEP Bureau of
Provides design and construction assistance to eliminate imminent
Improvement . . Waterways
threats to flooding and stream-bank erosion. . .
Program Engineering
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Name of
Program

General Description of Program

Administering
Agency

TEA 21 Trans-
potation
Enhancements
Program (Part
of Federal
Transportation
Efficiency Act)

Provides grants for: facilities for pedestrians and bicycles, acquisition of
scenic easements and scenic or historic sites, development of scenic or
historic route programs, landscaping and other scenic beautification
along highways, historic preservation, restoration of historic
transportation facilities (such as canals), preservation of rail corridors
(particularly for bicycle/walking routes), control and removal of outdoor
advertising, archeological research, and mitigation of water pollution
due to highway runoff. All projects must have a direct relationship to
transportation.

U.S. DOT funds
administered by
PennDOT

The
Environmental
Challenge Fund

To support restoration, natural resource enhancement, and wildlife
habitat improvement projects, that are concrete in nature and for
which the planning has already been completed. Awards are made on
the basis of direct environmental benefits; certain educational aspects
and recreational features that are essential to the overall success of the
project may also be considered for funding. If the proposed project will
spawn new ideas/approaches or lead to additional activities or projects
this information should also be reflected in your responses.

online
information

Tire Pile

Grants to municipalities to provide reimbursement for costs of cleaning

PA DEP Bureau of
Land Recycling &

Cleanup Grant | up large piles of used tires. Waste
Management
Incentive grants are being offered to encourage municipalities to cross
boundaries and work together to include tree cover in their planning
o . o PA DCNR
TreeVitalize and budgeting. Applications are welcomed from local governments or -
: ] o ) . . TreeVitalize
Program business improvement districts in the four counties listed above.
Priority consideration will be given to applications supporting multi-
municipal forestry management projects.
Urban Forestry | Provides grants for tree planting projects. Is also a Federal "America
PR ; PA DCNR
Grants the Beautiful" grant program for tree planting.
Watershed
Resources Funds community based educational projects that protect and improve
Educational either the drinking water source waters for the community's public PA DEP
Network drinking water system or the community's watershed.
(WREN)
Wildlife Habitat | Provides both technical assistance and cost-share assistance to
Incentives establish and improve fish and wildlife habitat. Projects may include
S . o : USDA
Program riparian buffer restoration, stream fencing in agricultural areas, wetland
(WHIP) enhancement, and fish habitat restoration.

Source: Publications and internet sites of various agencies, in addition to Pennsylvanian magazine. ‘.'

Key

PA DCED = Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development
PA DCNR = Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources

PA DEP = Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection

PA HFA = Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency
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WWW.inventpa.com

The Governor's Center for Local Government Services
oversees a range of financial and strategic support programs.
Whether you need help in developing intergovernmental
cooperation ventures or need assistance with financial
recovery, the Center's local government experts can help.
You can find out more about each of these programs on the
Community Resource Directory.

WwWWw.gpo.gov/su_docs/aces/aces140.html

The Federal Register is the official daily publication for Rules,
Proposed Rules, and Notices of Federal agencies and
organizations, as well as Executive Orders and other
Presidential Documents.

www.pueblo.gsa.qgov/call/

This site provides useful information about Federal programs
and benefits. The Federal Citizen Information Center has
gathered contact information and resources to help you get
in touch with the appropriate official for each program.

www.firstgov.gov

FirstGov offers an extensive collection of online information,
services and resources. You can link to web pages from
federal and state government agencies.

www.firstgov.qgov

FirstGov offers an extensive collection of online information,
services and resources. You can link to web pages from
federal and state government agencies.

www.firstgov.qov

FirstGov offers an extensive collection of online information,
services and resources. You can link to web pages from
federal and state government agencies.

www.governmentquide.com

Government Guide has federal, state and local resources
personalized for you. Enter your location, then explore the
features.

www.fdncenter.org

The Foundation Finder is a free look-up tool that provides
basic profiles of 65,000 private and community foundations.

Source: Top 7 Grant Websites
by Shannon Jankowski,, PSAB Grants/Research Analyst
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Form-Based Zoning

THE PRINCIPAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN FORM-BASED AND TRADITIONAL ZONING
Prescriptive, Contextual Standards. Traditional zoning proscribes minimum setbacks, permitting building placement
anywhere within the allowable zone. Form-based zoning prescribes build-to lines, specifically defining desired development

patterns. Based on ideal urban forms or contextual cues, form-based zoning ensures that new development will be appropriate
to community vision or existing character.

Encouraging Mixed Use. By rigidly focusing on land use, traditional zoning makes mixed-use development difficult, if not
impossible. Form-based zoning de-emphasizes land-use regulation, allowing the market to determine the use. For example, form-
based regulation would prescribe large windows and entrances oriented toward the street to promote ground-floor retail. Form-based
zoning encourages a healthy mix of retail and residential uses, and aims to curb sprawl and reduce car dependence by removing
elements of the zoning coJ:a that encourage exclusionary housing practices and density restrictions.

Adapting to the Market. By prescribing use, traditional zoning attempls fo predict demand. Uses that are no longer threats to
public health are still segregated (e.g., office and light industrial from residential uses). Residential zoning regulations adopted

when household size was on the rise cannot adapt to modern needs of empty nesters and young, childless professionals without
extensive revision. Form-based zoning restores use determination to the market, allowing the use o automatically adapt to

demographic and market shifts. Some designers of form-based codes find that, in the early stages of adoption, prescribing

a mix of uses may be necessary to wean developers from the ingrained practice of segregating uses. Freeing the real
estate market to respond to changes in demand has been shown to increase property values. Regionally, improving
the quality of life through form-based zoning may lead to a competitive advantage in attracting a talented
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COMPONENTS OF THE FORM-BASED APPROACH

The Regulating Plan. The regulating plan illustrates where form-based codes apply and guides developers to implement them
roperly. It classifies sites according to street, block, and district characteristics and includes easy-to-follow illustrations of build-to
ﬁnes, projected building footprints, location of public spaces, and allowable building types specific for each site. Developers and
lanners view the site as part of a larger, unified design. Unlike traditional zoning maps, which provide little information about vacant
Emd, regulating plans provide a vision of future deve?opment.

Building Envelope Standards. Building
envelope standards ensure that development fits the
desired character of the zone, regulating building
height, placement, and orientation. The standards
prescribe the ideal. For example, height parameters
define the minimum height needed to deﬁne the
street edge and a maximum height allowable fo fit
the context. In addition, the standards prescribe

the ideal number of stories to prevent developers
from minimizing floor-to-ceiling heights to fit more
floors within the height parameters.

NENRELY T

Architectural Standards. Architectural stan-
dards are used to achieve a community’s aesthetic

Cross sections help define the desired character of the street. The regulating plan vision. They are high|y subiective and are
(right) illustrates a three-dimensional vision, more detailed than a simple lot-based — best determined through public participation tech-
zoning map. niques (e.g., design charrettes). In designated

historic districts, architectural standards can be
(Continued on back.)
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highly regulatory, governing building scale, architectural features, building materials
(e.?., siding for housing) and even construction techniques. They are not a requirement
in form-based codes.

DU *SOIDIVOSSY Y LY

Street Standards. Street standards share the same objective as architectural standards,
but instead apply to hardscape and landscape materials, including tree species and
paving type. They are key to developing a coherent streetscape and a connection to public
space. Although street standards vary in specificity, they are more prescriptive than archi-
tectural standards and arean essential component of form-based codes.

APPLICATION OF FORM-BASED ZONING

Form-Based Coding. This technique provides detailed prescriptions of physical form

in a well-illustrated, clear plan. The jorify and prescriptive nature of the plan allows devel-
opers to avoid the long, unpredictable review processes common o traditional zoning.
Form-based coding often is implemented through a “parallel” approach where new codes
are applied as an option fo existing codes.
Incentives for using the form-based option,
including expedited permitting processes
and tax breaks, can enhance its appeal to
developers and lead to implementation.
Developers and architects praise the clarity
of a form-based code and the more pre-
dictable, streamlined review process. Also,
citizens value the opportunity to shape
their communities through public design
charrettes. Still, adoption and implementa-
tion of form-based codes requires consid-
erable political will to overcome skepticism
among politicians and creditors.

The diversity of paving and plantings
Form District Zoning. This technique create a vibrant pedestrian experience.
defines districts according to distinguish-
able development patterns or desired formal

The live-work unit is a popular housing characteristics, such as building form and orientation, street grid, and streefscape.
alternative for home-based entrepreneurs. This approach can apply to an entire region or specific districts within a city or region

with common characteristics (e.g., architectural style or proximity to transit stations).
Current applications of form district zoning use a two-tiered approach to incorporate
existing zoning regulation. The form districts regulate physical form and design while existing zoning districts regulate use.

Form district zoning respects and adheres to the diversity of existing patterns while providing developers a more flexible and
predictable development process. Developers praise its ability to promote context-sensitive design while not being overly restrictive.
The two-tiered approach is a politically feasible way to rezone an entire region. As form district zoning becomes more established,
it may merge with elements of use-based zoning, creating a hybrid option. Franz Heitzer B

Examples of Form-Based Codes

Arlington, Virginia, Columbia Pike Special Revitalization District From-Based Code, www.co.arlington.va.us/forums/columbia/current

Austin, Texas, Traditional Neighborhood District Ordinance, www.ci.austin.tx.us/development/Idc1.htm
Columbus, Ohio, Traditional Neighborhood Development Article, www.columbusinfobase.org/eleclib/elechome.htm

Gainsville, Florida, Land Development Code, Traditional City Neighborhood Development, comdev.cityofgainesville.org

PAS QuickNotes is a publication of the American Planning Association's Planning Advisory Service (PAS). Copyright © October 2004. PAS subscribers
may find more information, including a PowerPoint presentation, on the PAS web pages, www.planning.org/PAS. Each issue of PAS QuickNotes also
includes a list of references with additional information on each topic. To learn more about PAS, click on the website address above; subscriptions start
at $435. American Planning Association staff: W. Paul Farmer, AICP, Executive Director; William R. Klein, AICP. Director of Research; Michael Davidson
and Jim Hecimovich, PAS QuickNotes editors; Susan Deegan, Graphic Designer.
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MORRISVILLE BOROUGH RESIDENT SURVEY RESULTS APPENDIX C

1. What ward do you live in?
Ward 1 27 13.1% Ward 3 76  36.9% Not Answered 46
Ward 2 50 24.3% Ward 4 53 25.7% Total 206

2.  How long have you lived in Morrisville?

Less than one year 2 0.8% 11 - 15 years 24 9.5% Not Answered 0
1-5years 43 17.1% 16 - 20 years 19 7.5% Total 252
6 - 10 years 34 13.5% More than 20 years 130 51.6%

3. Why did you choose to live in the borough?  (Residents were asked to rank three choices, 1 to 3)

Not Answered 0
Answers not

1 2 3 rated Totals
Raised here from 31 17.0% 5 33% 2 1.3% 19 57 8.3%
Convenient to work 33 18.1% 41 27.2% 12 8.0% 32 118 17.1%
Reasonably priced homes 49  26.9% 20 13.2% 18  12.0% 35 122 17.7%
Low taxes 0 0.0% 8 53% 7 4.7% 8 23 3.3%
School system 0 0.0% 2 1.3% 3 2.0% 6 11 1.6%
Close-knit, small-town 17 9.3% 14 9.3% 28 18.7% 31 90 13.0%
Near friends and family 26  14.3% 31 20.5% 17 11.3% 32 105 15.2%
Good place to raise children 3 1.6% 8 53% 7 4.7% 16 34 4.9%
General quality of life 4 2.2% 10 6.6% 30 20.0% 12 56 8.1%
Historic character 5 2.7% 10 6.6% 19 12.7% 13 a7 6.8%
Most of the above 0 0.0% 1 0.7% 2 1.3% 3 6 0.9%
Other 14 7.7% 1 0.7% 5 3.3% - 20 2.9%
Totals 182 151 150 207 690
4. Do you own or rent your home? Not Answered 4
Own 221 89.1%
Rent 27 10.9%

Total 248

5. Where are members of your household employed?

Not Answered 5

Other
Self Spouse household members

Morrisville Borough 24 9.8% 13 8.0% 7 152%
Elsewhere in Bucks County 49  20.1% 33 20.4% 6 13.0%
Trenton 44  18.0% 23 142% 12 26.1%
Elsewhere in New Jersey 35 14.3% 29 17.9% 7 152%
New York 1 0.4% 2 12% 0 0.0%
Philadelphia 8 3.3% 10 6.2% 0 0.0%
Montgomery County 2 0.8% 1 0.6% 3 6.5%
Other 8 3.3% 4 25% 3 6.5%
Work at home 11 4.5% 8 4.9% 1 2.2%
Retired 62 25.4% 39 24.1% 7 152%
Total 244 162 46
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Please circle the number of household members that fit the following age categories:

Not Answered 3

a. Preschool-age children
b. Children grades 1-8

c. Children grades 9-12
d. Age 18-22

e. Age 23-55

f. Age 56-70

h. Age 70 +

21
28
32
25
34
37
28

11
16

87
a4
20

O O 0o O O Bk~ B

O O N O O o o

5or
more

0

o O »r O O O

Total
46

63
40
31
245
125
68
618

7.4%
10.2%
6.5%
5.0%
39.6%
20.2%
11.0%

Tell us what characteristics of the borough you like best. These should be aspects of the
community that are important to you. (Residents were asked to rank 5 choices, 1 to 5)

Not Answered 23

Walkwaysl/trails
Traffic Control
Public Transportation

Infrastructure maintenance
Taxes

Business district

Historic preservation
Public water and sewer
Growth management
Neighborhood preservation

Parks and open space
Natural resource preservation
School system

Water quality and supply
Cultural opportunities
Housing variety/affordability
Recreational opportunities
Senior citizens activities

Job opportunities/economic
development

Flooding/stormwater controls
Police protection

Fire protection
Ambulance service
Other

Totals

[N
3 -

P O N O W W N -

=N
N O O

41

o o B

21

o ©

10
186

9.1%
0.5%
1.1%
1.6%
1.6%
0.0%
3.8%
3.2%
0.5%

10.8%

8.6%
1.1%
3.8%
3.2%
0.5%

22.0%
0.5%
2.7%
0.0%

1.1%
11.3%

4.8%
2.7%
5.4%

N

12

N M O O

13

25
10

10

15

14
23

178

6.7%
0.0%
0.6%
0.0%
2.2%
1.1%
7.3%
4.5%
0.6%
3.4%

14.0%
5.6%
3.4%
5.6%
0.6%

8.4%
2.2%
1.1%
0.6%

1.1%
7.9%

12.9%
5.1%
5.1%

N AN P O O @

16
10

10
14

18

16
19

172

5.2%
0.0%
0.6%
2.3%
2.3%
1.2%
9.3%
5.8%
0.6%
5.8%

8.1%
4.1%
1.2%
2.9%
0.0%

8.7%
2.9%
1.7%
1.2%

2.3%
10.5%

9.3%
11.0%
2.9%

17

N
P A O N D = O

= e
N

W N 00O b~ N WO

w

14

163
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10.4%
0.6%
3.1%
0.6%
2.5%
1.2%

15.3%
2.5%
0.6%
6.7%

8.6%
5.5%
1.8%
4.3%
2.5%

5.5%
3.1%
4.3%
1.8%

1.8%
4.9%

8.6%
1.8%
1.8%

17

o U1 W b~ NP

13

13
12

o O 0 W o

14

11

160

10.6%
0.6%
1.3%
2.5%
1.9%
3.1%
5.0%
8.1%
1.9%
8.1%

1.4%
3.8%
1.9%
5.0%
0.0%

3.8%
8.8%
3.8%
1.3%

1.9%
5.0%

6.9%
4.4%
3.1%

Answers
not ranked

15

AN W 0o

18
13

16

13

13

13

3
22

20
17
32

225

Totals

87 8.0%
9 0.8%
87 8.0%
15 1.4%
25 2.3%
15 1.4%
87 8.0%
54 5.0%
11 1.0%
66 6.1%
97 8.9%
42 3.9%
27 2.5%
49 4.5%
8 0.7%
99 9.1%
35 3.2%
36 3.3%
13 1.2%
17 1.6%
91 8.4%
93 8.6%
60 5.5%
3.0%

1084



8. Tell us what you believe are the major problems or needs facing the borough.

Not Answered 5

1 2 3 4 5
Walkways/trails 1 0.5% 2 1.0% 5 2.6% 2 1.1% 3
Traffic Control 10 4.8% 11 5.5% 11 5.8% 11 6.3% 11
Public Transportation 2 1.0% 1 0.5% 5 26% 5 28% 5
Infrastructure maintenance 0 0.0% 1 0.5% 9 47% 10 5.7% 8
Taxes 87 41.6% 42 21.0% 10 5.2% 9 51% 7
Business district 3 14% 25 12.5% 35 18.3% 16  9.1% 17
Historic preservation 1 05% 0 0.0% 4 21% 5 2.8%
Public water and sewer 0 0.0% 1 05% 1 05% 0 0.0% 2
Growth management 3 14% 5 25% 7 3.7% 8 45% 14
Neighborhood preservation 2 1.0% 2 1.0% 9 47% 17 9.7% 10
Parks and open space 1 0.5% 4 2.0% 1 0.5% 5 2.8% 8
Natural resource preservation 3 1.4% 1 0.5% 1 0.5% 4 2.3% 6
School system 71 34.0% 57 28.5% 21 11.0% 8 4.5% 7
Water quality and supply 2 1.0% 1 0.5% 3 1.6% 2 11% 4
Cultural opportunities 1 0.5% 2 1.0% 7 3.7% 4 2.3% 4
Housing variety/affordability 0 0.0% 4 2.0% 6 3.1% 8 4.5% 6
Recreational opportunities 0 0.0% 2 1.0% 1 0.5% 6 3.4% 2
Senior citizens activities 0 0.0% 2 1.0% 0 0.0% 1 0.6% 3
Job opportunities/economic 5 24% 16 8.0% 25 13.1% 23 13.1% 10
development
Flooding/stormwater controls 2 1.0% 7 3.5% 10 52% 13 7.4% 11
Police protection 8 3.8% 5 25% 16 8.4% 10 57%
Fire protection 1 0.5% 1 0.5% 1 0.5% 2 1.1%
Ambulance service 0 0.0% 1 05% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 2
Other 6 2.9% 7 35% 3 16% 7 4.0% 8
Total 209 200 191 176 162

9. How would you describe the quality of life in the borough? Not answered
Excellent 5 2.0% Fair 4 17.7% Total response 248
Very Good 62 25.0% Poor 7 2.8%
Good 130 52.4%
10. What one thing would improve the quality of life in the borough?Not answered
Comments 205
11. Of these three choices, which one would you Not answered 24

Lower taxes with reduced level of municipal services. 53 23.2% Total response
Same taxes with about the same level of municipal services. 152 66.7%
Higher taxes with improved municipal services. 23 10.1%
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1.9%
6.8%
3.1%
4.9%
4.3%
10.5%
1.9%

1.2%
8.6%

6.2%
4.9%
3.7%
4.3%
2.5%
2.5%
3.7%
1.2%
1.9%
6.2%

6.8%
5.6%

1.2%
1.2%
4.9%

47

228

15

~ s

26

w AN N W

22

N R ON R R

N P O N

31
145

Answers
not ranked

C-3

Totals
19 1.8%
69 6.4%
22 2.0%
35 32%
181 16.7%
104 9.6%
16 1.5%
9 0.8%
39 3.6%
47  4.3%
23 2.1%
18 1.7%
186 17.2%
13 1.2%
19 1.8%
26  2.4%
16  1.5%
7 0.6%
86 7.9%
50 4.6%
54 5.0%
8 0.7%
5 0.5%
2.9%
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12.

13.

14.

borough?

Yes 166 72.8%

Comments 79

services

within the borough?
Yes 81  34.9%

Comments 152

Not answered 2

Cc-4

Groceries
Prescriptions

Shoes

Sporting goods
Movies/entertainment
Health care

Furniture

Appliance
Automobiles
Gasoline

Auto repair

Banking/financial

Hardware/home improvement

Gifts

62 27.2%

Not answered

151

Not answered

Morrisville
Borough

149
169
2

3
19
51
4
64
6
50
127
185
142

13

24

65.1%

20

53.6%
67.1%
0.7%
1.3%
7.5%
18.1%
1.7%
24.2%
2.6%
18.7%
48.7%
65.4%
45.5%

21.0%

Total response

Total response

Neighboring
Township

114
56
52
44
47

117
50
48
65

117
56
54
64

13

41.0%
22.2%
19.0%
19.4%
18.5%
41.6%
21.0%
18.2%
28.4%
43.8%
21.5%
19.1%
20.5%

21.0%

228

232

Oxford
Valley

4
4
146
133
126
41
99
88
53
16
26
13
70

13
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1.4%
1.6%
53.5%
58.6%
49.6%
14.6%
41.6%
33.3%
23.1%
6.0%
10.0%
4.6%
22.4%

21.0%

Other

11
23
73
47
62
72
85
64

105
84
52
31
36

23

In which locations do you purchase the majority of the following goods and services?

4.0%

9.1%
26.7%
20.7%
24.4%
25.6%
35.7%
24.2%
45.9%
31.5%
19.9%
11.0%
11.5%

37.1%

Are you satisfied with the quality, location and quantity of residential development within the

Are you satisfied with the quality, location and quantity of commercial development and retail

Total
Answers

278
252
273
227
254
281
238
264
229
267
261
283
312

62



	Text2: B-2                    FORM-BASED ZONING


